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1.2) Regional Forestry legislation
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3.2) Environmental Impact
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4.3) Local Development
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Describe the legislative framework about forestry and renewable energy in force
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Describe the local key actors targeted by the project (e.g. a forest cooperatives? A company?
For each actor, please give a short description of its organization in terms of employees,
objectives and area of competence)
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The construction oft he iomass heaung plant in 5t Mikolai was supported by the municipality
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Violkhard Maier has presented BioEuParks Mr. Titschenbacher, president of the
Styrian Chamber of Agriculture
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General description of the social and environmental framework (e.g. how many companies
work your area? How many employees? Is there any local or regional management plan in

the Parks?)
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Near the Braualm (5t Nikolsi) thereisa deer feeding. Municipality, tourist
assodiation, hunters and forest management have agreed that the arez should not
be entered.
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Identification and analysis of potential social and environmental impact resulting from the

project:
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Properly assess the performance and effectiveness of the adopted mitigation measures
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FINAL COMMENTS

The supply chain has been activated only in 3 Parks. That makes the socio — environmental
evaluation not easy for the two Parks left: Sila National Park (Sila) and Solktaler Nature Park
(Austria).

By the way, it is important that these two parks already started to examine in depth the
elements which must be used during the environmental and social monitoring, in order to be
aware of the work they will have to do at the end of the next heating season. In fact, one of the
problems that emerged during the project is the difficulties Parks are facing when they have to
work on issues different from the "technical" ones, relating to the set-up of the supply chain.
It is important, therefore, that all partners have the right tools and start considering this
monitoring activities as a key part of the project, especially considering the fact that the
sustainability criteria of the supply chain are an essential requirement.

Sila National Park, for instance, already made an analysis of the potential impacts of  the
supply chain

“[...] social benefits connected to biomass use tefer to improved life standards, lower emissions
compared to harmful fossil fuels, job opportunities for locals and sustainable use of woodlands.
In this project, the substitution of boilers and the introduction of biomass fuels will allow the Sila
National Park to play a leading role in the community: the use of local biomass represents and
added value for local economy. The money needed to buy pellet to fuel boilers will no more be
destined to other countries or to oil transnational companies: on the contrary, it will create a
virtuous circle for the local community. Keeping the money within the local economy will, in
turn, help revitalize other activities.

[...] The use of biomass rather than fossil fuels allows to avoid the emission into air and soil of
huge amounts of CO2 and other polluting elements. While burning, biomass emits the same
amount of CO2 it has accumulated during its life. Moreover, emissions linked to the

transportation of biomass to thermal power stations will be avoided. [...]

[...] The use of biomass, mainly from forestry processing residues, will favour the development
of a local, forest-based economy where companies and experts may start businesses and create
jobs with concrete impact on the territory. The demand of wood for energy purpose stimulates
the re-organisation and development of the supply chain, involving agriculture and sylviculture,
wood-processing companies and transport companies and providing them with opportunities for
more income or the start of secondary activities. [...]

Also, Sila National Park identified the indicators to measure potential social, environmental
and economic impacts of the project: for instance the monitoring of the emissions caused by
the production and transport of biomass during the steps of the supply chain, the promotion of
new local markets, the reduction of “intermediaries” involved in the process.

In some cases, the analysis carried out by the Parks showed that there will be no significant
impacts in social or in environmental area because the amount of biomass is not big
comparing with the amount of forests in the Park.

In Slovenia, for instance

[...] almost half of the Park area is covered with forests and furthermore forest companies does
not cut the whole yearly growth (30-40%). Furthermore we don't expect any significant impact on
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biotic diversity of the Park area because the amount of the biomass extracted from forests is not

big. [...]

So even if the Parks will use more biomass in the future, social and environmental impacts will be still
low. Kozjanski Park, in Slovenia, identified two main inputs in terms of social impact,mainly
connected to the “increased level of local economy” and “the lowering of the heating costs due to
biomass use (cheaper than oil or gas)”.

The connection with the local economy is an ingredient taken into account by different partners.
Even in Rodopi Park, Greece, in fact, the positive impact of the project on local actors and the
creation of a supply chain will provide a “new income” are mentioned as key part of the project. This
shows us once again, as the economics aspects (the ability to buy biomass at a lower price, the ability
of the project to develop the local economy, etc.) are the most important ones for the partners.

Particularly interesting is the analysis made by Danube-lpoly National Park (Hungary) which was
inspired by the awareness-raising actions to identify the main "social aspects and concerns", such as
the issue of gas emissions. This aspect, besides having effects on the environment, it also has social
consequences as it is one of the aspects that can raise conflict between citizens, worried about the
consequences on their health. Must be also considered that in Hungary the set up of the pilot supply
chain had no negative impact on the habitats as it did not change the amount of biomass, but the
users only: “the forestry companies sell less firewood for the big BM plants and sell more firewood
locally”.

In the end, we must always bear in mind how the evaluation of the economic and social impact
strongly depends on the characteristics of the territory in which concrete actions are realized,
territory which is very different from country to country: in Austria, for example, we consider a
territory that has a very low population density (5 Inhabitants / km?) and the "potential for increasing
the share of regional biomass is in family homes". Thus, the “increase in the regional share of
biomass has no direct impact on the environment of the Natural Park, as the production volumes
have remained the same".
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